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Our regular, framing questions 
• How does this affect us as a woman, and as women? 
• How is this an expression of patriarchy? 
• How does this dehumanise women? 
• How does this relate to capitalism and consumption?  
• How do patriarchy, pornography, and prostitution intersect in this? 
• What is getting in the way of our fighting this? 

 
Physical security 
Form Description 
Acid throwing Today, acid attacks are reported in many parts of the world. Since the 

1990s, Bangladesh has been reporting the highest number of attacks and 
highest incidence rates for women, with 3,512 Bangladeshi people acid 
attacked between 1999 and 2013, and in Pakistan and India acid attacks are 
at an all-time high and increasing every year. Although acid attacks occur all 
over the world, this type of violence is most common in South Asia. The UK 
has one of the highest rates of acid attacks per capita in the world, 
according to Acid Survivors Trust International (ASTI). In 2016 there were 
over 601 acid attacks in the UK based on ASTI figures. Over 1,200 cases 
were recorded over the past 5 years. From 2011 to 2016 there were 1,464 
crimes involving acid or corrosive substance in London alone. 

Eve teasing Eve teasing is a euphemism used throughout South Asia, which includes 
(but is not limited to) India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal for public sexual 
harassment or sexual assault of women by men, the name "Eve" alluding to 
the very first woman, according to the Biblical creation story. Considered a 
problem related to delinquency in youth, it is a form of sexual aggression 
that ranges in severity from sexually suggestive remarks, brushing in public 
places and catcalls, to groping. 
 
Sexual harassment by strangers, as with any type of harassment, has been a 
notoriously difficult crime to prove, as perpetrators often devise discreet 
ways to harass women, although Eve teasing usually occurs in public spaces 
and streets and on public transport. Some guidebooks to the region warn 
female tourists to avoid attracting the attention of these kinds of men by 
wearing conservative clothing. However, this harassment is reported both by 
Indian women and by conservatively dressed foreign women. 

Raptio Raptio (in archaic or literary English rendered as rape) is a Latin term for the 
large-scale abduction of women, i.e. kidnapping for marriage or enslavement 
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(particularly sexual slavery). The equivalent term Frauenraub, originally from 
German, is used in English in the field of art history. 
 
Bride kidnapping is distinguished from raptio in that the former is the 
abduction of one woman by one man (and his friends and relatives), whereas 
the latter is the abduction of women by groups of men, possibly in a time of 
war. 

Rhinotomy Rhinotomy is mutilation, usually amputation, of the nose. It was a means of 
judicial punishment throughout the world, particularly for sexual 
transgressions, but in the case of adultery often applied only to women. 

Stoning and 
flogging 

Stoning, or lapidation, refers to a form of capital punishment whereby an 
organized group throws stones at an individual until the person dies. Stoning 
is a punishment that is included in the laws of several countries, including 
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Pakistan, Yemen, the United Arab Emirates, and 
some states in Nigeria, as punishment for adultery. Flogging or flagellation is 
the act of methodically beating or whipping the human body. It is a judicial 
punishment in various countries for specific crimes, including sex outside 
marriage. These punishments employed for sexual relations outside 
marriage, apart from constituting a form of violence in themselves, can also 
deter victims of sexual violence from reporting the crime, because the 
victims may themselves be punished (if they cannot prove their case, if they 
are deemed to have been in the company of an unrelated male, or if they 
were unmarried and not virgins at the time of the rape). 

 
 
Trafficking 
Form Description 
Forced 
prostitution 

Forced prostitution, also known as involuntary prostitution, is prostitution or 
sexual slavery that takes place as a result of coercion by a third party. The 
terms "forced prostitution" or "enforced prostitution" appear in international 
and humanitarian conventions such as Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court but have been insufficiently understood and inconsistently 
applied. "Forced prostitution" refers to conditions of control over a person 
who is coerced by another to engage in sexual activity. 
 
Forced prostitution is a crime against the person because of the violation of 
the victim's rights of movement through coercion and because of their 
commercial exploitation. 
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Human 
trafficking 

Human trafficking is the trade of humans for the purpose of forced labour, 
sexual slavery, or commercial sexual exploitation for the trafficker or others. 
This may encompass providing a spouse in the context of forced marriage, 
or the extraction of organs or tissues, including for surrogacy and ova 
removal. Human trafficking can occur within a country or trans-nationally. 
Human trafficking is a crime against the person because of the violation of 
the victim's rights of movement through coercion and because of their 
commercial exploitation. Human trafficking is the trade in people, especially 
women and children, and does not necessarily involve the movement of the 
person from one place to another.[citation needed] 
 
Human trafficking is thought to be one of the fastest-growing activities of 
trans-national criminal organizations.  

Surrogacy Surrogacy is an arrangement, often supported by a legal agreement, 
whereby a woman agrees to become pregnant, carry the pregnancy to due 
term, and give birth to a child or children, all of this for another person or 
persons, who are or will ultimately become the parent(s) of the newborn child 
or children. 
 
People may seek a surrogacy arrangement when pregnancy is medically 
impossible, when pregnancy risks present an unacceptable danger to the 
mother's health, or when a man alone or a male couple wishes to have a 
child. In these arrangements, monetary compensation may or may not be 
involved. Receiving money for the arrangement is considered commercial 
surrogacy; receiving no compensation beyond reimbursement of reasonable 
expenses is altruistic. The legality and cost of surrogacy varies widely 
between jurisdictions, sometimes resulting in problematic interstate or 
international surrogacy arrangements. 
 
Laws of some countries restrict and/or regulate surrogacy and its 
consequences. Those wanting to seek a surrogacy arrangement who, 
however, live where it is banned may travel to a jurisdiction that permits it. 

Sacred 
prostitution 

Sacred prostitution, temple prostitution, cult prostitution, and religious 
prostitution are general terms for a sexual rite consisting of sexual 
intercourse or other sexual activity performed in the context of religious 
worship, perhaps as a form of fertility rite or divine marriage (hieros gamos).  
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Murder 
Form Description 
Femicide Femicide or feminicide is a sex-based hate crime term, broadly defined as 

"the intentional killing of females (women or girls) because they are females", 
though definitions vary depending on the cultural context. Feminist author 
Diana E. H. Russell was the first person to define and disseminate this term 
in 1976. She defines the word as "the killing of females by males because 
they are female." Other feminists place emphasis on the intention or purpose 
of the act being directed at females specifically because they are female; 
others include the killing of females by females. 

Female 
infanticide 

Female infanticide is the deliberate killing of newborn female children. In 
countries with a history of female infanticide, the modern practice of sex-
selective abortion is often discussed as a closely related issue. Female 
infanticide is a major cause of concern in several nations such as China, 
India and Pakistan. It has been argued that the "low status" in which women 
are viewed in patriarchal societies creates a bias against females. 
 
In 1990, Amartya Sen writing in the New York Review of Books estimated 
that there were 100 million fewer women in Asia than would be expected, 
and that this amount of "missing" women "tell[s] us, quietly, a terrible story 
of inequality and neglect leading to the excess mortality of women."  
 
In seventh-century Arabia, before Islamic culture became established, 
female infanticide was widely practiced. This is attributed by scholars to the 
fact that women were deemed "property" within those societies. Others have 
speculated that to prevent their daughters from a life of misery, the mothers 
would kill the child. With the arrival of Islamic rule the practice was made 
illegal. 

Murder of 
pregnant 
women 

Murder of pregnant women is a type of homicide often resulting from 
domestic violence. Domestic violence—or intimate partner violence (IPV)—is 
suffered by many, and when analyzing cases in which victims came forward, 
majority of them are women. Many of these women fear harm not just to 
themselves but also to their unborn children. Recently, more focus has been 
placed on pregnancy-associated deaths due to violence. IPV may begin 
when the victim becomes pregnant. Research has shown that abuse while 
pregnant is a red flag for pregnancy-associated homicide. 
 
The murder of pregnant women represents a relatively recently studied class 
of murder. Limited statistics are available as there is no reliable system in 
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place yet to track such cases. Whether pregnancy is a causal factor is hard 
to determine. 

Honour killing An honor killing or shame killing is the murder of a member of a family, due 
to the perpetrators' belief that the victim has brought shame or dishonor 
upon the family, or has violated the principles of a community or a religion, 
usually for reasons such as refusing to enter an arranged marriage, being in 
a relationship that is disapproved by their family, having sex outside 
marriage, becoming the victim of rape, dressing in ways which are deemed 
inappropriate, engaging in non-heterosexual relations or renouncing a faith. 

 
 
Reproduction and health 
Form Description 
Female genital 
mutilation 

Female genital mutilation (FGM), also known as female genital cutting and 
female circumcision, is the ritual cutting or removal of some or all of the 
external female genitalia. The practice is found in Africa, Asia and the Middle 
East, and within communities from countries in which FGM is common. 
UNICEF estimated in 2016 that 200 million women living today in 30 
countries—27 African countries, Indonesia, Iraqi Kurdistan and Yemen—
have undergone the procedures. 
 
Typically carried out by a traditional circumciser using a blade, FGM is 
conducted from days after birth to puberty and beyond. In half the countries 
for which national figures are available, most girls are cut before the age of 
five. Procedures differ according to the country or ethnic group. They include 
removal of the clitoral hood and clitoral glans; removal of the inner labia; and 
removal of the inner and outer labia and closure of the vulva. In this last 
procedure, known as infibulation, a small hole is left for the passage of urine 
and menstrual fluid; the vagina is opened for intercourse and opened further 
for childbirth. 
 
The practice is rooted in gender inequality, attempts to control women's 
sexuality, and ideas about purity, modesty and beauty. It is usually initiated 
and carried out by women, who see it as a source of honour and fear that 
failing to have their daughters and granddaughters cut will expose the girls 
to social exclusion. Adverse health effects depend on the type of procedure; 
they can include recurrent infections, difficulty urinating and passing 
menstrual flow, chronic pain, the development of cysts, an inability to get 
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pregnant, complications during childbirth, and fatal bleeding. There are no 
known health benefits. 

Forced abortion A forced abortion may occur when the perpetrator causes abortion by force, 
threat or coercion, or by taking advantage of woman's incapability to give 
her consent, or where she gives her consent under duress. This may also 
include the instances when the conduct was neither justified by medical or 
hospital treatment.[vague] Like forced sterilization, forced abortion may 
include a physical invasion of female reproductive organs. 

Forced 
pregnancy 

Forced pregnancy is the practice of forcing a woman to become pregnant, 
often as part of a forced marriage, or as part of a programme of breeding 
slaves, or as part of a programme of genocide. When a forced pregnancy 
leads to reproduction, it is a form of reproductive coercion. 

Reproductive 
coercion 

Reproductive coercion is violent, manipulative or deceptive behavior against 
reproductive health or reproductive rights within an intimate relation and 
includes a collection of behaviors intended to lead to forced pregnancy. 
Reproductive coercion is a form of domestic violence, also known as 
intimate partner violence, where behavior concerning reproductive health is 
used to maintain power, control, and domination within a relationship and 
over a partner through an unwanted pregnancy. It is considered a serious 
public health issue. This reproductive control is highly correlated to 
unintended pregnancy. 

Denial of 
medical care 

Women in many parts of the world are often denied medical care. Denial of 
access to health assistance, along with denial of access to other services, is 
a form of socioeconomic violence against women. According to the WHO, 
"Discrimination in health care settings takes many forms and is often 
manifested when an individual or group is denied access to health care 
services that are otherwise available to others. It can also occur through 
denial of services that are only needed by certain groups, such as women." 
Women may be denied medical care for numerous reasons, including lack of 
necessary freedom of movement allowing women to leave home so they can 
go to a medical facility, lack of financial resources, the need (in law or in 
practice) for a male relative or husband to consent to the medical care of the 
woman. A common consequence of denial of women's medical care is 
maternal mortality. Globally, there are more than 300.000 cases of maternal 
mortality yearly, with 99% of all maternal deaths occurring in developing 
countries. Denial of medical care often occurs with regard to reproductive 
and sexual health. Sometimes women themselves avoid the medical system 
for fear of being reported to the police or facing family violence due to 
having premarital sex or being the victims of sexual violence. In some parts 



WOMEN’S ACTION ALLIANCe CANBERRA (WAAC)  
Consciousness-raising 
WOMEN IN NON-WESTERN COUNTRIES	

	

 7 

of Latin America, with very strict anti-abortion laws, pregnant women avoid 
the medical system due to fear of being investigated by the authorities if they 
have a miscarriage, or a stillbirth, or other problems with the pregnancy. 
Prosecuting such women is quite common in places such as El Salvador. 

 
 
Family and marriage 
Form Description 
Breast ironing Breast ironing, also known as breast flattening, is the pounding and 

massaging of a pubescent girl's breasts, using hard or heated objects, to try 
to make them stop developing or disappear. It is typically carried out by the 
girl's mother who will say she is trying to protect the girl from sexual 
harassment and rape, to prevent early pregnancy that would tarnish the 
family name, or to allow the girl to pursue education rather than be forced 
into early marriage. It is mostly practiced in parts of Cameroon, where boys 
and men may think that girls whose breasts have begun to grow are ready 
for sex. Some reports suggest that it has spread to the Cameroonian 
diaspora, for example to that in Britain. The most widely used implement for 
breast ironing is a wooden pestle normally used for pounding tubers. Other 
tools used include leaves, bananas, coconut shells, grinding stones, ladles, 
spatulas, and hammers heated over coals. 

Force feeding Leblouh (Arabic: البلوح, translit. lə-blūḥ) is the practice of force-feeding girls 
from as young as five to nineteen, in Mauritania, Western Sahara, and 
southern Morocco, where obesity was traditionally regarded as desirable. 
Especially prevalent in rural areas and having its roots in Tuareg tradition, 
leblouh is practiced to increase chances of marriage in a society where high 
body volume used to be a sign of wealth. The synonym gavage comes from 
the French term for the force-feeding of geese to produce foie gras. 
 
The practice goes back to the 11th century, and has been reported to have 
made a significant comeback in Mauritania after a military junta took over the 
country in 2008. 
 
Older women called "fatteners" force the young girls to consume enormous 
quantities of food and liquid, inflicting pain on them if they do not eat and 
drink. One way of inflicting pain is to pinch a limb between two sticks. A six-
year-old might typically be forced to drink 20 litres (4.4 imp gal; 5.3 US gal) 
of camel's milk, and eat two kilos of pounded millet mixed with two cups of 
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butter, every day. Although the practice is abusive, mothers claim there is no 
other way to secure a good future for their children. 

Forced 
marriage 

Forced marriage is a marriage in which one or more of the parties is married 
without his or her consent or against his or her will. A forced marriage differs 
from an arranged marriage, in which both parties presumably consent to the 
assistance of their parents or a third party such as a matchmaker in 
choosing a spouse. There is often a continuum of coercion used to compel a 
marriage, ranging from outright physical violence to subtle psychological 
pressure. Forced marriage is still practised in various cultures across the 
world, particularly in parts of South Asia and Africa. Some scholars object to 
use of the term "forced marriage" because it invokes the consensual 
legitimating language of marriage (such as husband/wife) for an experience 
that is precisely the opposite. A variety of alternative terms exist, including 
"forced conjugal association" and "conjugal slavery". 

Bride 
kidnapping 

Bride kidnapping, also known as marriage by abduction or marriage by 
capture, is a practice in which a man abducts the woman he wishes to 
marry. Bride kidnapping has been practiced around the world and 
throughout history. It continues to occur in countries in Central Asia, the 
Caucasus region, and parts of Africa, and among peoples as diverse as the 
Hmong in Southeast Asia, the Tzeltal in Mexico, and the Romani in Europe. 
 
In most nations, bride kidnapping is considered a sex crime rather than a 
valid form of marriage. Some types of it may also be seen as falling along the 
continuum between forced marriage and arranged marriage. The term is 
sometimes used to include not only abductions, but also elopements, in 
which a couple runs away together and seeks the consent of their parents 
later; these may be referred to as non-consensual and consensual 
abductions respectively. However, even when the practice is against the law, 
judicial enforcement remains lax in some areas, such as Moldova, 
Kyrgyzstan and Chechnya. 
 
Bride kidnapping is distinguished from raptio in that the former refers to the 
abduction of one woman by one man (and his friends and relatives), and is 
still a widespread practice, whereas the latter refers to the large scale 
abduction of women by groups of men, possibly in a time of war (see also 
war rape). 
 
Some cultures today maintain symbolic bride kidnapping ritual as part of 
traditions surrounding a wedding, in a nod to the practice of bride 
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kidnapping which may have figured in that culture's history. According to 
some sources, the honeymoon is a relic of marriage by capture, based on 
the practice of the husband going into hiding with his wife to avoid reprisals 
from her relatives, with the intention that the woman would be pregnant by 
the end of the month. 

Bride burning Bride burning or bride-burning is a form of domestic violence practiced in 
countries located on or around the Indian subcontinent. A category of dowry 
death, bride-burning occurs when a young woman is murdered by her 
husband or his family for her family's refusal to pay additional dowry. The 
wife is typically doused with kerosene, gasoline, or other flammable liquid, 
and set alight, leading to death by fire. Kerosene is most often used as the 
fuel. It is most common in India and has been a major problem there since at 
least 1993. 
 
This crime has been treated as culpable homicide and, if proven, is usually 
accordingly punished by up to lifelong imprisonment or death. Bride burning 
has been recognized as an important public health problem in India, 
accounting for around 2500 deaths per year in the country. In 1995, Time 
Magazine reported that dowry deaths in India increased from around 400 a 
year in the early 1980s to around 5800 a year by the middle of the 1990s. A 
year later, CNN ran a story saying that every year police receive more than 
2500 reports of bride burning. According to Indian National Crime Record 
Bureau, there were 1948 convictions and 3876 acquittals in dowry death 
cases in 2008. 

Dowry deaths Dowry deaths are deaths of women who are murdered or driven to suicide 
by continuous harassment and torture by husbands and in-laws in an effort 
to extort an increased dowry. 
 
Dowry deaths are found predominantly in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and 
Iran. India reports the highest total number of dowry deaths with 8,391 such 
deaths reported in 2010, 1.4 deaths per 100,000 women. Adjusted for 
population, Pakistan, with 2,000 reported such deaths per year, has the 
highest rate of dowry death at 2.45 per 100,000 women. 
 
Dowry death is considered one of the many categories of violence against 
women, alongside rape, bride burning, eve teasing, and acid throwing. 

Sati Sati or suttee is an obsolete funeral custom where a widow immolates 
herself (Anumarana) on her husband's pyre or takes her own life in another 
fashion shortly after her husband's death. 
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Mention of the practice can be dated back to the 3rd century BCE, while 
evidence of practice by widows of kings only appears beginning between 
the 5th and 9th centuries CE. The practice is considered to have originated 
within the warrior aristocracy in India, gradually gaining in popularity from the 
10th century CE and spreading to other groups from the 12th through 18th 
century CE. The practice was particularly prevalent among some Hindu 
communities, observed in aristocratic Hindu families, and has been attested 
to outside South Asia in a number of localities in Southeast Asia, such as in 
Indonesia and Vietnam. 

 
 
Societal control 
Form Description 
Restrictions on 
freedom of 
movement 

Women are, in many parts of the world, severely restricted in their freedom 
of movement. Freedom of movement is an essential right, recognized by 
international instruments, including Article 15 (4) of CEDAW. Nevertheless, in 
some countries, women are not legally allowed to leave home without a male 
guardian (male relative or husband). Even in countries where there are no 
laws against women traveling alone, there are strong social norms, such as 
purdah - a religious and social practice of female seclusion prevalent 
especially among some Muslim and Hindu communities in South Asia. Many 
countries have laws on what type of clothing women may or may not wear in 
public (see Hijab by country). Women in some cultures are forced into social 
isolation during their menstrual periods. In parts of Nepal for instance, they 
are forced to live in sheds, are forbidden to touch men or even to enter the 
courtyard of their own homes, and are barred from consuming milk, yogurt, 
butter, meat, and various other foods, for fear they will contaminate those 
goods. (see Chhaupadi). Women have died during this period because of 
starvation, bad weather, or bites by snakes. In cultures where women are 
restricted from being in public places, by law or custom, women who break 
such restrictions often face violence. 

Foot binding Foot binding was the custom of applying tight binding to the feet of young 
girls to modify the shape and size of their feet. It was practiced in China from 
the Song dynasty until the early 20th century, and bound feet were 
considered a status symbol as well as a mark of beauty. Foot binding limited 
the mobility of women, and resulted in lifelong disabilities for most of its 
subjects, although some women with bound feet working outdoors have also 
been reported. Feet altered by binding were called lotus feet. 
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It has been estimated that by the 19th century, 40–50% of all Chinese 
women may have had bound feet, and up to almost 100% among upper 
class Chinese women. The prevalence and practice of foot binding however 
varied in different parts of the country. 
 
In the later part of the 19th century, Chinese reformers challenged the 
practice but it was not until the early 20th century that foot binding began to 
die out as a result of anti-foot-binding campaigns.  

Witch trials The period of witch trials in Early Modern Europe were a widespread moral 
panic suggesting that malevolent Satanic witches were operating as an 
organized threat to Christendom during the 16th to 18th centuries. Those 
accused of witchcraft were portrayed as being worshippers of the Devil, who 
engaged in such acts as malevolent sorcery at meetings known as Witches' 
Sabbaths. Many people were subsequently accused of being witches, and 
were put on trial for the crime, with varying punishments being applicable in 
different regions and at different times. More than 75% of those executed 
were women. 
 
An estimated total of 30,000-60,000 people were executed during the witch 
trials.  
The sociological causes of the witch-hunts have long been debated. 
Mainstream historiography sees the reason for the witch craze in a complex 
interplay of various factors that mark the early modern period, including the 
religious sectarianism in the wake of the Reformation, besides other 
religious, societal, economic and climatic factors. 
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