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Women in history
•Our cultural narratives are written by 
men  

•Presence of men taken as a given; of 
women as exceptional 

•Narratives glorify men

Anita Sarkeesian and Laura Hudson, http://time.com/4248910/women-in-history/

Women in history
•These narratives reduce women to lust 
objects or objects of affection 

•Women treated as accessories to men 
•Women in history reduced to wives, 
daughters, mothers, or whores

Anita Sarkeesian and Laura Hudson, http://time.com/4248910/women-in-history/



Women in history
•History does not keep track of women 
(neither do we keep track of femicides)

Women in history
•Erasure of women:  

1.Women are discouraged from or 
punished for stepping outside the 
bounds,  

2.Accomplishments ignored, diminished, 
credited to men 

•‘Auto-erasure’ (‘I’m rubbish’; Marguerite 
Nebelsztein)

Anita Sarkeesian and Laura Hudson, http://time.com/4248910/women-in-history/

Women in history
•Women have been erased by men not 
because men have earned the spotlight, 
but because men have always sought to 
dominate women 

•Patriarchy judges our stories, 
experiences, and contributions as less 
vital than those of men

Rachel Asproth, https://www.cbeinternational.org/blogs/4-ways-history-rigged-against-
women

Historical gate-keeping
•Patriarchal history often paints women as 
inconstant, fleeting, changeable 
creatures

Rachel Asproth, https://www.cbeinternational.org/blogs/4-ways-history-rigged-against-
women

Patriarchy and history
1.Attacks women's relevance: justifies our 

ongoing marginalisation 
2.Minimises women’s contributions: 

subdues women’s intelligence

Rachel Asproth, https://www.cbeinternational.org/blogs/4-ways-history-rigged-against-
women

Patriarchy and history
3.Pigeonholes women. Limits them to the 

domestic sphere; treating women as 
agents of change is a threat to patriarchy 

4.Hyper-focuses on female sexuality. 
Patriarchy creates false narratives of 
female promiscuity or purity. Takes 
focus off the intellect.

Rachel Asproth, https://www.cbeinternational.org/blogs/4-ways-history-rigged-against-
women



Elitism
•History on reports on elites 
•Where is the space for ‘ordinary’ women? 
•Need to move beyond the role of women 
in ‘events’ and contributions to … errr … 
’history’  

•As this still works within a patriarchally 
defined scholarship 

•Ruth Goodman and domestic history

PART II
THE FEMINIST ‘WAVES’


First-wave ‘feminism’
•Focus on justice, participation, rights 
(for some …) 

•Made bombs :P

Second-wave feminism
•Women as an oppressed sex class 
•Liberation was the objective 
•Tried to exist outside the male-defined, 
male-controlled group 

•A whole new politics 
•A radical, autonomous movement 
•Woman power

Gail Dines, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_Hyi5gpWOk&t=594s

Second-wave feminism
•Reproductive rights (if not sovereignty) 
•Rights to participation in property, credit, 
law, work, politics 

•Right to sexual autonomy



Third-wave feminism
•Whatever an individual women says it is 
•Assumes individual choice of individual 
women 

•‘Girl power’ 
•Sometimes called ‘liberal feminism’ or 
‘equality’ feminism 

•Equality as a metric
Gail Dines, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_Hyi5gpWOk&t=594s Amanda Sebestyen, https://discoversociety.org/2016/03/01/focus-the-difference-between-

feminism-and-womens-liberation/

Neo-liberalism
•Active state promotion of (and 
intervention in) market and competition 

•A particular iteration of liberalism, 
capitalism, democracy that has been 
globalised since the 1970s  

•Is seen as antithetical to democracy 
•There is no society, only individuals

Neo-liberalism
•1) It regards the individual as an 
autonomous agent, primarily motivated by 
self-interest; 

•2) It tells us the unregulated free-market 
economy alleviates social inequalities; 

•3) It describes personal freedom in terms of 
the individual’s ability to “choose” in a 
market place of choices.

Heather Brunskell-Evans, https://www.feministcurrent.com/2018/12/02/neoliberalism-
patriarchy-gender-identity/

Neo-/liberal feminism
•Lacks an analysis  
•No acknowledgement of structures and 
systems and how they frame people’s 
material realities 

•No sense of collective interests (for good 
or for ill)

Gail Dines, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_Hyi5gpWOk&t=594s

Neo-/liberal feminism
•Divides women into aspirational and 
non-aspirational, with different roles and 
expectations for the two groups

Rachel Asproth, https://www.cbeinternational.org/blogs/4-ways-history-rigged-against-
women



Neo-/liberal feminism
•A self-help program for upper-middle-
class women 

•Focuses on ‘balance’ between family and 
career 

•Promotes ‘cost-benefit’ analysis of 
personal fulfulment (which relies on 
underpaid workers)

Ruth O’Brien, forward to Catherine Rottenberg, The Rise of Neo-Liberal Feminism (2018)

Neo-/liberal feminism: porn
•A rigorous, structural analysis of porn gets 
reduced to musings about assumed 
individual choice of individual female 
performer 

•Thus, men as a class with collective 
interest are the Disappeared of third-wave 
feminism

Gail Dines, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_Hyi5gpWOk&t=594s

Neo-/liberal feminism: porn
•And because there is no analysis … 
•Nature of systemic racism and sexism 
(discussion of individuals of colour 
trumps structural analysis of racism)

Gail Dines, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_Hyi5gpWOk&t=594s

Neo-/liberal feminism: prostitution
•'Sex work' decontextualises women 
from the economic, political, and legal 
context of the buying of sex

Gail Dines, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_Hyi5gpWOk&t=594s

PART III
WHY I AM NOT A FEMINIST


Why I am not a feminist
Feminism is 
•A narcissistic reflexive thought process: I define 
myself as feminist and so everything I do is a 
feminist act, no matter how banal or regressive
—i.e., no matter what I do, I am a hero. 

•A fight to allow women to participate equally in 
the oppression of the powerless and the poor. 

•A belief that disagreement or conflict is abuse.
Jessa Crisipin, Why I am not a Feminist (2017)



Why I am not a feminist
•A protective system utilizing trigger warnings, 
politically correct language, mob rule, and 
strawmen arguments to allow a person never to 
feel uncomfortable or challenged. 

•An attack dog posing as a kitten with a droplet 
of fresh milk on her nose. 

Jessa Crisipin, Why I am not a Feminist (2017)

Why I am not a feminist
•Adecade-long conversation about which 
television show is a good television show and 
which television show is a bad television show. 

•A bland reworked brand of soda, focus group 
tested for universal palatability and 
inoffensiveness, scientifically proven to leach 
calcium from your bones, with an enormous 
marketing budget; tagline: “Go ahead, be a 
monster. You deserve it.”

Jessa Crisipin, Why I am not a Feminist (2017)

Why I am not a feminist
•Aspiration: Those below you may be pitiable, 
but not really your concern. Those above you 
are modes of behavior for attaining the best life. 
The best life is defined as a life of wealth, 
comfort, and firm buttocks. 

•All about you.

Jessa Crisipin, Why I am not a Feminist (2017) Lierre Keith and Samantha Grey on Sexuality, power, and pornography, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBYfer8M4rU

Lierre Keith and Samantha Grey on Sexuality, power, and pornography, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBYfer8M4rU



PART IV
DROPPING THE BALL ON FEMINISM


We had dropped the ball
•I think women of my feminist generation 
have dropped the ball …

Dropping the ball on feminism
•The second wave ended and all was 
supposed to be fine: 
•Reproductive rights (if not sovereignty); 
rights to participation in property, credit, 
law, work, politics; right to sexual 
autonomy

Dropping the ball on feminism
•Then there was the ‘backlash’ and the 
myths of the ‘man shortage’ and 
‘infertility epidemic’ 

•And so ‘Girl Power’ came along with a 
third wave 

•It focussed on individual empowerment, 
identity politics, choice, ‘agency’, feels, 

•Whatever a woman said she chose was 
‘feminist’ because she’s a woman



Dropping the ball on feminism
•Sex work was said to be a job just like any 
other job;  

•We were told to believe that some women 
‘choose’ to work in the ‘industry’ 

•That ‘choosing’ sex work was a feminist 
statement  (i mean, wtf?)

Dropping the ball on feminism
•We were also told that porn was OK, that 
women could enjoy it, it was ‘liberating’ 
for women

Dropping the ball on feminism
•Feminists used to reject this kind of 
stuff as exploitative, objectifying, debasing, 
degrading of women 

•Now, we were being told to embrace it as 
‘empowering’

Erasure of women
•I also didn’t pay attention to how women 
were disappearing … 
✦Women’s Liberation Movement 
✦Became reduced to ‘Women’s Lib’ 
✦Became the Women’s Movement 

•Then the Movement stopped, because a 
movement is something in motion … and 
…

Erasure of women
•We stopped talking about ‘sex’ and 
started talking about ‘gender’ 

•Women’s Studies became Gender 
Studies

Erasure of women
•Women are now being erased:  
•We are called ‘non-prostate owners’, 
‘non-men’, ‘vagina owners’, 
‘menstruators’ 

•Men, meanwhile, still get to be called ‘men’



Consequences of erasure
•We have lost the ability to define our own 
condition, our situation as people 
belonging to the sex class ‘female’ 

•We have lost our linguistic framework for 
describing our material reality, our 
experience of the world as women

Consequences of erasure
•Words that were part of the class analysis 
and the huge amounts of work conducted 
by our feminist foremothers are now set 
aside, almost as if they are embarrassing, 
awkward

Loss of words to define condition
•Oppression, liberation, repression, revolution 
•Subordination, subjugation 
•Degradation, debasing, objectifying 
•Class consciousness, material conditions, 
hierarchy 

•Male supremacy, privilege, domination

Loss of words to define condition
•Plain old ‘sexist’!



Power of words
•These words have POWER when applied to 
a full class analysis of women’s 
condition 

•(And by the way, it’s WOMAN POWER, not 
‘girl power’) 

•This is quite different from 
EMPOWERMENT

Empowerment as disempowering
•Empowerment is not about lasting power 
•‘Empowerment’ is an individually defined 
circumstance 

•Has nothing to do with our combined 
journey to full humanity, our exploration 
of who we are in our inner and outer lives

“(E)mpowerment has become a way to signify a 
particularly female way of being that's both 
gender essentialist -- when was the last time 
you heard, say, a strip-aerobics class for men 
described as 'empowering'? -- and 
commercially motivated. Over the past two 
decades, a partial list of everything that has 
been deemed 'empowering' by advertising 
campaigns, pop culture products, and feminist 
rhetoric includes the following: …

Empowerment as disempowering Empowerment as disempowering
“…High heels. Flats. Cosmetic surgery. Embracing your 
wrinkles. Having children. Not having children. Natural 
childbirth. Having an epidural. Embracing fat positivity. 
Embracing anorexia. Housework. Living like a slob. Being 
butch. Being femme. Learning self defense. Buying a gun. 
Driving a truck. Riding a motorcyle. Riding a bike. Walking. 
Running. Yoga. Pole dancing classes. Being a Pussycat 
Doll. Growing your own food. Butchering your own meat. 
Doing drugs. Getting sober. Embracing celibacy. Finding 
religion. Rejecting born faith. Being a good friend. Being an 
asshole.”  
-- Andy Zeisler (2016), We Were Feminists Once, pp 169 - 
170.

Social conditions
•We need to ask,  

✦What are the social conditions, the 
objective realities of people’s lives, 
that give rise to prostitution and 
pornography?

LET’S  
GET  
IT  

DONE


